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HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN, BY JOHANNES GELLERT, SCULPTOR 



THE UGLY DUCKLING 



HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN, LINCOLN PARK, CHICAGO 

Beside his swan in happiness serene^'" - " 
His pencil waiting for some fairy thought 
That out of his sweet fancy he has caught, 

He sits forever 'mid his. world of green. 

Uncouth and homely as the duckling mean, 
Whose early ugliness long sorrow brought, 
And yet for swan-like beauty ever sought, — 

His plainness is to children's eyes unseen. 

For o'er their spirits waves his wondrous wand, 
That guides them to a realm undreamed before, 

Where marvel holds them in its sweetest bond; 
And while above his books their faces pore, 

And follow with their eyes ashine and fond, 
The great world's children love him evermore. 

Horace Spencer Fiske. 

19 



